                                    GERUNDS – INFINITIVES

1. INFINITIVES

Tenses of the infinitives

Active Voice

	Simple Present

Simple Future
	PRESENT INFINITIVE

Form: verb
Eg: Maybe he works in a bank

       Maybe he will work in a bank

       He may work in a bank


	Present Continuous

Future Continuous
	PRESENT CONT. INFINITIVE

Form: be +verb+ing

Eg: Maybe he is working in a bank

       Maybe he will be working in a bank

       He may be working in a bank

	Past Simple
Present Perfect Simple

Past Perfect Simple

Future Perfect Simple
	PERFECT INFINITIVE
Form: have+ past participle 

Eg: Maybe he worked in a bank

      Maybe he has worked in a bank

      Maybe he had worked in a bank

    Maybe he will have worked in a bank     
      He may have worked in a bank
	

	Past Continuous

Present Perfect Continuous

Past Perfect Continuous

Future Perfect Continuous
	
	PERFECT CONT. INFINITIVE

Form: have been + verb +ing
Eg: Maybe he was sleeping

       Maybe he has been sleeping

       Maybe he had been sleeping

       Maybe he will have been sleeping

      He may have been sleeping
      

	


Passive Voice (No cont. infinitives)

	Simple Present

Simple Future
	PRESENT INFINITIVE

Form: be +past participle
Eg: Maybe he is awarded

      Maybe he will be awarded

      He may be awarded

	 S.Past

S.Present Perfect

S.Past Perfect

S.Future Perfect 
	
	PERFECT INFINITIVE

Form: have been + past participle
Eg: Maybe he was awarded

      Maybe he has been awarded

      Maybe he had been awarded

      Maybe he will have been awarded

     He may have been awarded


The full infinitive is used:
· after certain verbs

advise, afford, agree, allow, appear, compel, decide...........

eg: He advised me to take a rest.

· after certain adjectives

amazed, angry, delighted, easy, glad, supposed, likely.................
eg: I was glad to hear he had been promoted to manager.

· with impersonal construction  (it) + adjective + of noun/pronoun
it was nice of him to send you roses.

· After “it +be + adjective + for + noun /pronoun
It is hard for him to accept the truth = For him to accept the truth is hard.

· After “it” as preparatory subject
It is wrong to tell lies = to tell lies is wrong

· with only and just (unsatisfactory result)

eg: He phoned only to say that he wouldn`t be coming.

· in expressions such as: to tell you the truth, to cut a long story short, to be honest/fair..........
To tell you the truth, I haven`t seen him since Monday.

· after certain nouns (pleasure, nuisance, nightmare.......)
eg: It`s a pleasure to see you.

· After nouns to express obligation

Eg: I`ve got things to do.

OR: with active and passive infinitives

Eg: There are some mails to check / to be checked. 

· after question words (who, where, what...)

    eg: I don`t know what to do.

· With the personal construction of

 the passive voice:

Eg: He is considered to be a great athlete

Likely, seem

Eg: He is likely to come to the party

       He seems to know a lot about the murder

       There seems to be a problem

· with too and enough
eg: She`s too old to drive.          (negative)

      He`s old enough to drive.    (positive)

· to express purpose

eg: We met to plan the party.

or   We met in order to plan the party.

or   We met so as to plan the party.

or   We met so that we could plan the party.
Or   We met in order that we could plan the party.

Or   We met with a view to planning the party

· other uses:

Press here to start

You will live to regret this

He lived to be a hundred

She left never to come back

· To avoid repetition:

I asked her to come with me but she didn`t want to.
· Watch the use of prepositions:

Use this knife to peel the apples with.

The bare infinitive is used
· with modals (can, may..........)
eg: he can go if he wants to.

· with need/dare (as auxiliary verbs)

eg: you needn`t work today.

      I daren`t talk to him.

WATCH THIS!!!

a. dare expressing courage or lack of can be followed by bare or full infinitive.
eg: I don`t dare (to) tell him the truth.

      He dared (to) attempt it again.

b. dare expressing threats, warning, danger....is followed by bare      infinitive.

    eg: Don`t you dare lie to me again!

          How dare you speak to me like that!

c. dare expressing challenge is followed by full infinitive.

    eg: I dare you to climb up that tree.

· After do + nothing/ anything/ everything +but / except
He does nothing but sit in front of the computer all day!

· After why in rhetorical questions:

Why pay all this money for an i - phone 8?

Why bother?

· After why not for suggestions:

Why not go out tonight?

· In cleft sentences:

All I need is (to) get some rest

The only thing to do is (to) study hard!

· with had better/would rather/would sooner 

eg: You`d better go to bed.

· with make (= force), let (= allow), see, hear, smell, feel, watch, notice (in active voice).

eg: He let me watch TV.

BUT!!!   

with the full infinitive in the passive voice.

eg: The baby was made to eat all his soup.

Infinitive and Present Participle with verbs of perception and other phrases.

see

hear        + bare infinitive   (complete action)  

listen   eg: I saw her lock the car and put the key in her bag  

watch

see

hear        + present participle   (action in progress)

listen    eg: I saw her walking down the street.

watch

go, come                                                He went skiing                                  

spend/waste time  +present participle   He spent an hour                       

be busy                                                   washing up

                                                               He was busy 
                                                                cleaning the car.
GERUNDS

Tenses of the –ING form

                     Active Voice          Passive Voice

Present         cutting                     being cut
Perfect          having cut               having been cut

The –ing form is used after

· verbs + prepositions

eg: He congratulated me on getting a promotion

· adjectives + prepositions

eg: They are nervous about taking the ECPE exam

· nouns + prepositions

eg: What are the advantages of studying at university?

· verbs of liking (detest, dislike, enjoy, fancy, hate, like, loathe, love, prefer, resent)

eg: I enjoy doing my homework!!!
· it`s no use/good, it`s (not) worth there`s no point (in), feel like, can`t stand, can`t help, be/get used to, be/get accustomed to, have difficulty (in), in favour of, what`s the point of, what / how about…
eg: It`s not worth worrying about things you can`t change!

· As well as :

Eg: As well as studying at university, he worked at a coffee shop

· Need, want, require with a passive meaning

Eg: Your car needs washing /to be washed
· After for to show the purpose of a tool or material

Eg: This knife is for cutting bread.

· Specific verbs (list in your books)
· Verbs / expressions + to as a dependent preposition

*** I want to drink some water

       I want some water 

Want is not always followed by “to” so “to” is not a dependent preposition here!

*** I object to being accused!

       I object to your accusations!

Object is followed by “to” at all times so “to” is a dependent preposition followed by a gerund
                                                                                           WATCH THIS!!!
Subject of the gerund

object pronoun/possessive adjective/possessive case

eg: I hate him/his/Jerry`s interrupting me.

Verbs taking infinitive or gerund without a change in meaning.

· begin, start, continue, cease, commence, omit

eg: He continued listening to the radio.

      He continued to listen to the radio.

!!! Do not use the gerund after continuous tenses.
· advise, allow, permit, intend followed by an object take a full infinitive
eg: He allowed us to eat in the class.
      He allowed eating in the class.

     He advised us to take plenty of exercise.

     He advised (our) taking plenty of exercise.

· Verbs / adjectives followed by preposition + gerund OR the full infinitive with little or no change in meaning
Eg: I was amazed to see / at seeing the results
Verbs taking infinitive or –ing form with a change in meaning
· forget+to+infinitive = not remember to do sth
eg: I forgot to visit the museum.

     forget +-ing = not to recall
eg: I`ll never forget visiting that museum

· go on+to-infinitive = stop one action and start another.
They first discussed the items on the agenda and then went on to discuss the budget.
go+-ing = continue

He went on playing the piano in spite of the neighbour`s complaints.

· like +to –infinitive = find sth good to do  (particular)
I like to work in the garden every once in a while.

like + -ing = enjoy

eg; I like swimming.It`s my favourite pastime.

would like to+ infinitive = want

eg: I would like to meet your friend.He sounds interesting.

· mean + to + infinitive = intend to

eg: I didn`t mean to hurt your feelings.

mean + -ing = involve, entail

eg: Succeeding means working hard.

· propose + to + infinitive = intend

eg: I propose to build three more classes.

propose + -ing = suggest

eg: I propose trying that new restaurant.

· regret + to + infinitive = be sorry to have to do sth

eg: I regret to inform you that your application has been rejected.

regret +-ing = feel sorry about a past action.
eg: I regret buying that car because it is always breaking down.

· remember + to + infinitive = not forget to do sth when you intend to.

eg: Remember to lock the door before you leave the house.

remember + -ing = recall

eg: I remember putting my keys in my pocket but I can`t find them now.

· try + to-infinitive = attempt

eg: We tried to persuade them not to go but he wouldn`t listen.

try + -ing = do as an experiment

eg: Try eating more healthily.

· stop + to-infinitive = stop sth in order to do sth else

eg: She stopped to talk to her neighbour as she was taking her dog for a walk.
stop + -ing = finish, stop permanently

eg: They stopped talking when the teacher entered the classroom.

· want + to-infinitive = wish

eg: I want to extend my stay at the resort.

want + -ing = need sth done

eg: The battery is flat; it wants recharging.

· dread + to-infinitive = be afraid   (specific)

eg: I dread to think how much he may suffer.

dread + -ing = to fear greatly        ( general)

eg: I dread going to the doctor.

· hate + to-infinitive = hate what one is about to do

eg: I hate to interrupt  but I need some help.

hate + -ing = feel sorry for what one is doing
eg: I hate causing you inconvenience

· be sorry + to-infinitive = regret sth/feel regret

eg: I am sorry to hear of his illness.

be sorry + for + ing = apologise

eg: I am sorry for shouting at you.

· would prefer + to-infinitive = (specific action)

eg: I would prefer to be left alone right now.

prefer + -ing = (general)

eg: I prefer swimming to running.

prefer + to-infinitive = (general)

eg: He prefers to study at night.

· can`t/couldn`t bear + infinitive = (specific)

eg: I can`t bear to tell him the bad news.

can`t/couldn`t bear + -ing = (general)

eg: I can`t bear telling people bad news.

